
New Zealand and Australian Artists Working in 
Contemporary Modes

curated by Dee Shapiro

Michael Parekowhai
They Comfort Me, 1992

Lacquer on Wood
37 pieces each 1770 x 30 cm

Bill Hammond
Whistler's Mother, 2000

Oil on canvas
2300 x 2400 cm

Séraphine Pick
The Gift, 1999-2000

Oil on canvas

John Edgar
Well, 1995

Granite, Glass
1385 x 195 x 32 mm
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Tracey Moffatt
Laudanum #17, 1998

Photogravure on rag paper, Edition of 60
30" x 22.5"

Angelina Nasso
 2000

Oil on canvas
48" x 42"

Gulaga Stream,

Howard Arkley
The Fabricated Room, 1997

Acrylic on canvas
Installation

Once considered hopelessly far from the Eurocentric metropole, contemporary New Zealand and 
Australian art has become part of the global cultural scene. Among New Zealand artists are 
numbered both Maori, whose Eastern Polynesian ancestors settled the country around 1000 AD, 
and Pakeha, whose ancestors were nineteenth-century British settlers. The art of Australia draws 
on a similar range of cultural diversity, including both Aboriginal artists, the descendants of the first 
people, and later colonial arrivants.

The contemporary styles of some New Zealand and Australian artists are vividly subjective, while 
others deal with cutting-edge issues and themes. These artists may look at suburban cultural icons, 
eroticism, violence, class, race and gender issues, often with irony and humor. Of particular note 
is the manner in which some indigenous artists transform cultural experiences into contemporary 
visual language. A recent Venice Biennial included contemporary works by both New Zealand 
Maori and Australian Aboriginal artists.

—Dee Shapiro

 | Back Next

Chanin,Eileen,  Gordon & Breach, 1991.

Drury, Nevill,  Rizzoli International, 1992.

Drury, Nevill,  Gordon & Breach Publishing 
Group, 1998.

Dunn, Michael.  Gordon & Breach,1996. (Includes 
work by Seraphine Pick and Bill Hammond).

RELATED BOOKS
Contemporary Australian Painting.

Images in Contemporary Australian Painting.

Images 3: Contemporary Australian Painting.

Contemporary Painting in New Zealand.
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Moffatt,Tracey,  ed. Brigitte Reinhardt. Hatje Cantz, 2000. Hardcover, 80 pages (65 
color), $24.95.

Starzecka, D.C.,  Art Media Resources, 1996. Paper, 166 pages, 70 
color and 54 black and white illustrations, $34.50. Out of print.

, UCR California Museum of Photography

, Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska

Laudanum,

Maori: art and culture.

RELATED WEB SITES
Maori Art

New Zealand Art Links Directory

"Bill Hammond Paints New Zealand," ArtAsiaPacific

Leo Edelstein interviews Howard Arkley, Journal of Contemporary Art

Tracey Moffatt Exhibition

Books by Tracey Moffatt

Tracey Moffatt: Career Survey

©2000-2002 Frigate: The Transverse Review of Books. All Rights Reserved.
We welcome your comments and suggestions on our site. Please email <webmaster@frigatezine.com>.

Back to Frigatezine Home Page

.Click here for public-service announcements

5/21/02 8:27 PMFrigatezine: Eye Candy - New Zealand and Australian Artists Working in Contemporary Modes

Page 3 of 3http://www.frigatezine.com/essay/eyecandy/eec03nco.html


